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TO:		Senate Committee on Agriculture & Revenue
FROM: 	Jillian Theobald, MD, PhD, FAACT, Medical Director, Wisconsin Poison Center 
DATE: 		Thursday, January 8, 2026
RE:	Information re: SB 682 – Hemp-derived cannabinoid products
Chair Testin:

On behalf of Children’s Wisconsin and the Wisconsin Poison Center (WPC), I appreciate the opportunity to provide information regarding SB 682. I am Dr. Jillian Theobald, Medical Director of the Wisconsin Poison Center, housed at Children’s Wisconsin. The WPC appreciates the Legislature’s attention to this important matter, especially the measures to help safeguard kids and reduce their access to these products. We respectfully ask your consideration of additional recommendations based on our team’s experience in providing specialty consultation, education and care management across the state.

As you may know, the WPC is a 24/7/365 hotline resource serving kids and adults across the state of Wisconsin. Calls are answered by nationally certified nurses and pharmacists who deliver comprehensive information to callers about a potential poison, drug, or exposure and perform follow-up case management. This includes both community member phone calls as well as calls from fellow health care providers which make up approximately one-third of WPC call volumes. These cases are managed in collaboration with health care providers regarding patients in emergency departments, intensive care units and other clinical settings. The WPC contributes to managing poison exposures safely at home when appropriate and advising other health care providers on poison exposure care and treatment, reducing length of stay, inappropriate use of medical resources, and overall results in health care cost savings.

We appreciate the efforts outlined in SB 682 to regulate hemp-derived cannabinoid products, including delta-X-THC products. While the WPC serves kids and adults, my comments today focus on the impact of these products on children and their health and well-being. We welcome efforts to restrict kids’ access to these products to prevent harm.

We have cared for many kids following exposures to edibles where they required admission to the hospital. After talking with families a common story emerges – fear after being unable to wake up their small child, worrying about the way they are breathing, learning they have to be admitted to the hospital, later finding out their child who hasn’t learned to read yet got into a package of marijuana edibles that looked just like the candy in their trick or treat bag, and worrying there might be long term effects from such an exposure in such a small child. 

The legislation incorporates several elements that would serve to help protect kids’ and adults’ health and safety. This includes restricting access to these products to those age 21 and older. However, one key element that is of utmost concern is allowing the use of edible hemp-derived THC products. Edibles are the number one driver of pediatric exposures to THC and should be restricted. Strong protections limiting kids’ access, including those outlined below, are extremely important.  

Packaging: Provisions such as child-resistant packaging, prohibiting packaging that is appealing to children (avoiding bright colors and packaging that mimics candy/snacks), and requiring dosage information (per piece and total content) and clear, hazard warning labels are important to protecting kids. WPC would recommend certified child-resistant containers that align to BS EN ISO 8317/EN 14375 standards. WPC would also recommend requiring that the national poison hotline number (800-222-1222) be included on packaging to ensure individuals have easy access to information should an adverse event or exposure occur. The national poison hotline connects callers to their local poison center.

Dosage: We appreciate the requirement to include labeling of THC content on packaging, however are concerned with the allowable dosages. A toxic dose of THC is approximately 1.7 mg/kg in children under age 6. While the legislation includes a limit of 10mg THC per serving for a beverage, the maximum dosage for other products is unclear. If legislation is to advance to regulate hemp-derived cannabinoid products, WPC would advise a lower limit per package (5-10 mg for example) to help limit the potential toxicity in the event of pediatric exposure.

Product quality and testing: We appreciate the inclusion of provisions to require batch-specific testing by independent laboratories. In our experience, label inaccuracies are widespread causing adverse effects for adult users and create confusion for health care providers treating patients with exposures. WPC would advocate for quality audits, traceability from cultivation to sale, and requiring independent laboratory validation to be overseen by a state regulatory body.

Thank you for the opportunity to share some of the perspectives from Children’s Wisconsin and the Wisconsin Poison Center. We appreciate your consideration and are pleased to serve as a resource to the Legislature in future discussions on this topic.

Jillian Theobald, MD, PhD, FAACT
Medical Director, Wisconsin Poison Center
jtheobald@mcw.edu

Jodi Bloch
Director, State & Local Government Relations
Children’s Wisconsin
jbloch@childrenswi.org

Children’s Wisconsin (Children’s) serves children and families in every county across the state. We have inpatient hospitals in Milwaukee and the Fox Valley. We care for every part of a child’s health, from critical care at one of our hospitals, to routine checkups in our primary care clinics. Children’s also provides specialty care, urgent care, emergency care, dental care, school health nurses, foster care and adoption services, family resource centers, child health advocacy, health education, family preservation and support, mental health services, pediatric medical research and the statewide poison hotline.
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